Speech patterns in children with velo-cardio-facial syndrome. Two case studies.
The purpose of this study was to document the articulation patterns in children with velo-cardio-facial syndrome. The subjects were 2 children with this syndrome, aged 6 years 6 months and 3 years 11 months. Phonetically transcribed speech samples collected by means of a picture naming test formed the basis for this study. The speech samples were subjected to two types of analyses: independent analyses describing the children's sound productions regardless of their relation to the adult targets and relational analyses comparing the children's productions with the adult standard form. It was found that the articulatory problems in velo-cardio-facial syndrome are not simply due to a delay in speech sound acquisition. Articulation errors found in this syndrome are uncharacteristic of normal speech development. Whether errors are syndrome-specific awaits further investigation.